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Translation of Hebrew letter of approbation

22 Shevat 5753

Several years ago, two outstanding avrechim, Rav Yaakov
Singer and Rav David Ackerman, shlita, took it upon
themselves to republish a work so holy that it transcends all
praise -- Even Sheleimah, comprising pure and wondrous
excerpts from the Torah and Chassidus of the Gra, zt"l -- and
translate it into English, making it accessible to everyone, so
many would bask in its light. The result was a handsome,
annotated edition subdivided into chapters and featuring a
suitably precise English translation and the approbation of
gedolei Torah in Eretz Yisrael and the Diaspora.

Rabbis Singer and Ackerman are now preparing to reprint this
edition for the public’s benefit, and I hereby encourage and
bless them: May they succeed in this endeavor, and may the
Gra’s merit stand by them and their progeny, such that they be
blessed with everything good.

Avraham Yaakov HaKohen Pam
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Translators’ Introduction

Our goal in translating this collection of the Vilna Gaon’s
Torah and mussar is to help the English-speaking Jew
understand his inner self and life in general; to guide
and help him live a Torah-life as outlined by the great-
est sage of the past 200 years.

The messages expressed by the Gaon may at times
seem commonplace, but careful contemplation will show
the reader an even deeper level. Do not underestimate
the greatness of the Gaon'’s intellect.

The Gaon still speaks to us and we are confident
that everyone will find something in this outstanding
work from which to benefit. This is not a one-time book.
It is a handbook and companion to be read and reread
until it becomes part of one’s personality.

Our deepest thanks to all those who helped make
this work possible, especially our dear wives, without
whose constant encouragement and help this sefer could
have never been published.



Foreword

by Rav Sroya Deblitzki

Iam very happy to hear of your intention to reprint
Even Sheleimah — excerpts from the writings of our
master, the Gaon Rabainu Eliyohu zt"l — in English,
styled so that Godfearing Jews in the United States and in
other countries who do not know our sacred tongue well
will also be able to gain a firm grasp on the twin pillars
of Torah-study and service of God, and elevate them-
selves spiritually — which is the innate desire of every
Jewish soul.

What you are undertaking is a great achieverment
and a public benefit in every way. Accept my blessings
for success in this and in your other endeavors for the
public benefit.

Many of our brethren have never heard of the Gaon
of Vilna, and even if they have heard of him, they
probably did not get a true picture of his greatness. I
should like to cite here a brief, accurate description
written by the late Rav Tzvi Hirsch Ferber of London
(in the journal Talpiyos 5711, p. 359):



As a youngster, I once had the privilege of visiting
the great kabbalist Rav Shlomo Elyoshiv (author
of Leshem Shvo V'achlomo). I was awestruck by his
luminous face framed by his talis and tefillin as he
studied Torah. I asked him why the great rabbini-
cal scholars praised the Gaon of Vilna so extrava-
gantly. He replied, “Know, my son, that in every
generation there are unique individuals, but not
in every area of Torah. Some are unique in their
mental acuity, while many share the vastness of
their erudition. Some are unique in their erudition
but are not unusual in their mental acuity. Some
excel in both, but do not stand out in their knowl-
edge of other areas such as grammar, astronomy,
and mathematics, in which others excel. But to be
the one acknowledged scholar in every single area
of knowledge, unique in the revealed parts of
Torah, unique in the hidden parts, unique in piety,
in sanctity, in purity, unique in the highest levels
of self-perfection, unique in every area of wisdom
and science, including astronomy, grammar,
mathematics, etc. — such expertise was beyond
human attainment even in generations past. Only
the Gaon of Vilna attained it.”

—From a letter to the publishers

Chapter One
The Basis of God’s Service:
Improving Character

1. All God'’s service is dependent upon the improvement

of one’s character. Character traits are fundamental to
the performance of mitzvos and to Torah principles.
Conversely, all sin stems from unimproved character
traits.

2. The prime purpose of man’s life is to constantly strive

to break his bad traits. Otherwise, what is life for?

3. One who desires to repent his evil ways must judge his

character honestly. One must at first analyze his bad
traits and know them well. Then one must train himself
to turn each bad trait to its opposite extreme. For exam-
ple: anger to compassion, haughtiness to humility.'
After training himself, he should return to the middle

1. One mustn’t jump to the opposite extreme at once, just proceed
step by step.
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path desired by the Torah and remain there until it
becomes part of his nature. If one immediately follows
the middle path® he will revert to his bad ways. For on
that path his evil inclination has already defeated him.’

Every person must, according to his nature, set up
safeguards against sinning, even though his ways seem
incorrect to others who do not know his nature.* Yet he
should not use his own discretion when it comes to
possible violations of the Torah, such as fasting on the
Sabbath.

A man should not go completely against his nature
even if it is bad, for he will not succeed. He should
merely train himself to follow the straight path accord-
ing to his nature.’ For example: One who has an incli-
nation to spill blood, should train himself to become a
ritual slaughterer or a mohel.®

2. without first training himself toward the opposite extreme

In brief: By altering a trait from extreme to extreme, one
destroys the power of his evil inclination in that area. He can
then move into the middle or ideal path that the Torah desires
for that trait.

A man who recognizes his tendency to be affected by women
will avoid attending mixed gatherings. A man who tends
toward gossip will avoid group conversations.

5. to function within his nature

6. acircumciser; thus he can put his nature to use in a permissible

fashion

8.

Improving Character 19

Some people are naturally good and yet they sin. God
rewards these people’ fully in this world so that they
will have no portion in the world-to-come® since they
could easily have done good’ but didn’t want to."” On
the other hand, someone whose nature is bad and"
constantly strives to overcome his evil inclination, is
rewarded by God according to the difficulty of his
struggle.”” Even if this man occasionally sins, God does
not punish him more than the actual sin warrants.

Most instances of good and misfortune in this world
are dependent on character traits.

There are various degrading characteristics in man.
Some can be avoided by the performance of mitzvos.
Others can be avoided only by the study of Torah.
There are still others whose avoidance depends solely
on improvement of character by the acceptance of mus-

7. for their good deeds
8. They are deprived of the greater, everlasting reward.

9. all their lives because of their good nature

10.
11.
12.

and instead chose to rebel against God

in spite of this

how hard he tried to uphold the Torah. In our times, it is more
difficult to be a Godfearing Jew, and the struggle to overcome
one’s evil inclinations is more difficultan accomplishment than
ever before. Therefore, those who steadfastly follow the ways
of the Torah are assured that a great reward awaits them for
their efforts.
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12. A talmid chochom must conduct himself beyond the
letter of the law, better than other people. For example:
Many people would pardon a workman for damage he
caused while on the job. The talmid chochom, however,
besides pardoning the workman for the damage, should Ch apter Two
also pay him his wages for the damaged work he did.

Prime Evil Traits:
Anger, Lust, Haughtiness

1. The principal bad traits in man are anger, lust, and
haughtiness, which are referred to as “jealousy, lust,
and gloryseeking.”' Each of these traits contains two
elements. Anger is comprised of wickedness and
deceit — the wickedness is done openly, and the
deceit is saying one thing while meaning another.
Lust encompasses two evil elements: physical lust
for bodily pleasures such as eating and drinking, and
the acquisitive desire for money, clothing, and houses.
Haughtiness includes personal haughtiness and the
desire to dominate other people. At the conclusion
of the thrice-daily shemoneh esrei we ask God to help
us overcome these evil traits through the study of
Torah and mitzvos.

1. in the Mishna in Avoth
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2. God generally judges a person leniently and not ac-
cording to the letter of the law. God has no mercy,
however, on the haughty person and judges him ac-
cording to the actual worth of his action. One who
possesses even a bit of haughtiness in his heart is
abominable and despicable before Him.

3. Inevil, too, there is good and bad. Lust is the good part
of evil, and anger the bad part.” Yet the good part of evil,
lust, is worse than the bad part, for through it man is
enticed into evil.

Lust is more difficult to overcome than anger, for it
is inherent in human nature from birth; furthermore,
one’s entire body derives pleasure from it, whereas
anger is limited to the liver.

Actually, lust is needed somewhat to sustain the
body. One needs much wisdom to judge intelligently
and to choose only what is necessary. This is compara-
ble to one who wants to conquer a city leaving all its
inhabitants alive, which requires great cleverness.
Overcoming anger, however, is comparable to one who
wants to kill his enemy; all he needs is fortitude.

4. 1t is better for the man who cannot control his lust and
anger to dwell in a desert.’

2. Possibly because man benefits at least physically from lust,
whereas there is no physical pleasure in anger.

3. or in any place where he will not have to mingle with people

i

Anger, Lust, Haughtiness 25

It is good to study Aggada® to overcome lust. To over-
come anger one should study Halacha.® It is impos-
sible to kill one’s evil inclination without studying
Torah.

One who is drawn toward lust loses his inherent good
traits, and one who is drawn after acquisitive desires
loses the good traits he accustomed himself to as a
youth. Since he is occupied with fulfilling his desires,
he has no time to watch himself,’ and will certainly
never overcome his bad traits.

A manshould never say, “I will follow my physical lust
and acquisitive desires’ a little and afterwards will
withdraw from them.” For as a man begins to draw
toward them, he becomes busy”® and forfeits his eternal
life completely, because it is very difficult to withdraw
from them. Even the man who fears God, is versed in
the Torah, and observes the mitzvos — when drawn
toward lust, he will lose all.

A man should never say that pursuit of his physical lust
and satisfaction of his acquisitive desire is solely for

© N oo

Midrash and the non-halachic parts of the Talmud, which
reprove a man.

The halachic parts of the Talmud, the codes of Jewish Law.
carefully

just

fulfilling those desires



10.

11.

10.

11.
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heaven'’s sake.” For the honest scales of judgment are
God’s. He knows how many of man’s intentions were
justifiable, and what he did in order to satisfy his desires.

Only after one has nullified his lust and given up
worldly pleasures is service of God feasible. It is impos-
sible for one to perceive the sweetness of Torah without
self-affliction'’ and restraint from desires.

What the lustful person attains after much evil exertion
is attained by the pious and devoted Jew without any
strain. Just as honor runs after the man who constantly
strives to avoid it, so does good fortune come to a
righteous man as long as he ignores his desires.

The way the evil inclination entices a man is by first
having him study Torah and at the same time having
him fulfill his desires. For if it were to persuade him to
neglect studying Torah completely,” the man would
never listen. Once the man has accustomed himself to
physical pleasure and enjoyment, he spontaneously
ceases to study Torah, for he is constantly occupied
with the fulfillment of his desires. The evil inclination
then tells him that it is detrimental to his health to
abandon his new habit. Afterwards, he becomes too
lazy to pursue Torah and mitzvos, and finally, he refuses

if it is really not so

Latter-day rabbinical scholars generally maintain that unless
one s physically capable, he should refrain from self-affliction.

it surely knows

12.

13.

12.

Anger, Lust, Haughtiness 27

to perform even a mitzva that takes minimal effort.

All the pleasures one enjoys in this world turn to bit-
terness in the grave. Also the lustful flesh is punished
in the grave. There, every organ of a man’s body that
derived pleasure in this world not for the sake of a
mitzova is judged. Even the righteous are punished in the
grave, unless they intended their pleasure solely for
God’s sake. Such enjoyment is considered a mifzva, and
their eating,'” a sacrifice offered to God.

Lustis not at all a worthwhile pursuit. But the desire to
earn a livelihood is not completely forbidden, as is
written, “God will bless you in all the work of your
hands.” Nevertheless, one must be careful to deal hon-
estly and not to touch money that does not belong to
him.

for example
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Chapter Three
Confidence in God and
Contentment Vs. the Acquisitive
Desire

Confidence in God and contentment form a framework
for all good traits and character. They are the opposite
of lust and acquisitive desire. The most essential of all is
confidence." One who lacks this feeling will not retain
the Torah he has learned.

All sins and transgressions stem from acquisitive de-
sire.” On the other hand, contentment, which is the
foundation for keeping the whole Torah, means to
faithfully believe that there is no reason to worry about
what the morrow will bring.* The man who is steadfast

1. The secure knowledge that all that occurs is directed by the

benevolent God and that He will help him in all his undertakings.

2. the desire for material gain

the Acquisitive Desire 29

in his confidence in God, even though he commits
severe sins, is better than the man who is insecure. For
as a result of his insecurity, the latter comes to jealousy
and hatred,* despite the fact that he studies Torah and
helps others — which he does solely to acquire a good
name.’

Scholars and Godfearing Jews, too, are at times trapped
in the net of acquisitive desire. At first the evil inclina-
tion makes the man believe that such desires are neces-
sary for existence and his Torah learning will be better
for it. As aresult,® he is drawn after luxuries, and claims
that they are necessary to enable him to study Torah
with peace of mind and in comfort, and to help him
feed his family. After acquiring all these luxuries, he
says that he needs to begin saving for his old age or for
medical expenditures. The Prophet warns us, “Man
makes many plans, but God’s decision will endure.”

4. Two types of strength are found in the people who

serve God. They are called: a) strong people b) soldiers.

. Thisis only possibleif a personis contentand happy with what

he has, thanking God for all, and therefore has no reason to
worry.

. The man who feels secure has no reason to be jealous, for he

believes that what others have in no way limits what God gives
him.

5. All his Torah and generosity thus have no intrinsic value.

6. of this false logic
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The strong are those who conquer their evil inclination
when they are tempted to sin. The soldiers are those
strong-hearted people who have full confidence.” They
therefore exert themselves in Torah-study day and night,
ignoring their families’ needs.’ What does God do?’ He
summons other people to support them as the tribe
Yissochor did for Zevulun.

5. There are two separate regions in Gehinom: one for
those who sought to raise their esteem, and another
for the people who sought to satisfy their desires.”
Conversely, to those who lived holy lives in this
world, God will grant spiritual heights and bound-
less, everlasting good and enjoyment in the world-
to-come.

6. One who robs a fellow-Jew and does not repay him
before his death will have to return to this world in a
reincarnation.”

7. in the One, helping, and caring God and rely on Him for all
their needs

8. Unique people indeed who sacrifice all that most people hold
dear, not out of cruelty or laziness, but out of true love of God
and total dependence on Him.

9. to reward him for his sacrifices
10. The punishments vary for each region.

11. which involves great suffering beyond the compass of the
human mind

12

13.

14.
15.
16.

the Acquisitive Desire 31

Fearing God while occupied with worldly endeavors
helps Torah-study and the observance of mitzvos'* the
way manure helps a garden.13 The affairs of those who
also serve God with their wealth'® will be taken care of
by others, whereas those who only serve God whole-
hearted[y,15 their work will be done by themselves, as
is written, “You will gather your crops.”

. Itis good to associate with poorand humble people and

to dwell among them. This way, one will acquire the
trait of contentment and will be happy with his lot.'
One who associates with the rich, however, even if he
profits much, he will never be satisfied and will con-

The greatness of this man is that he maintains the spiritual level of
fearing God even while mixing with and trying to acquire materi-
alistic gain in a dishonest, materialistic world. How much purer
and holier is this Godfearing Jew’s Torah-study than the Torah
studied by a man who forgets God when it comes to monetary
gain!

Worldly endeavors are comparable to manure: Manure, in
itself disgusting, is only beneficial in a field that has been
plowed and planted. Spreading manure on an unplowed field
will only cause an odor. Similarly, worldly endeavors, though
of no intrinsic value (as is written throughout the book of
Koheleth), can be helpful in the service of God if one does not
make them the focal point of his life, while making Torah second-
ary. (Maltzan)

by supporting Torah-scholars and aiding the poor

and not with their wealth, too

Rich is he who enjoys what he has.
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tinue to run after more vanity, as is written, “No man
dies with even half of his desires fulfilled.”"”

It is better for a man to accumulate just a small amount
of money, and in this way easily fulfill his charity
obligations, and possibly give even more than is re-
quired of him, than to havea lot and fail to giveas much
as he should.

Although the trait of extreme profligacy is not good,
there are times when good can possibly come of it."®
The trait of extreme miserliness, on the other hand, is
always detrimental.”

17. He will always seek more till the very end of his life.

18.

19.

For example: giving a lot of charity as a result of being used to
profligacy in other areas.

A miser will not give charity unless forced to, and he will do
no mitzva if he feels he may have to spend his money to
accomplish it properly. He will try to find countless reasons
for not performing the mitzva. With such an attitude, it is
impossible to be a true and wholehearted servant of God.
(Maltzan)

1.

Chapter Four
Man Vs. His Evil Inclination

Sediment preserves wine when the wine rests on it. But
if the sediment rises, the wine becomes unfit for drink-
ing. The same is true of the evil inclination. As long as
it is subordinate to the good inclination, it is beneficial
to the world. But once it rises to the top, it ruins all.

There are two channels in a man’s heart. One is the
blood channel, on which the evil inclination dwells.!
The other is the air channel.” When they work together,?
they dispense all good traits, intellectual and practical.
Man'’s main service to God is with his evil inclination.*

1. The evil inclination thrives on materialism symbolized by blood.

symbolizing the spiritual part of one’s life, where the good
inclination functions

the evil inclination subordinate to the good inclination

4. to harness its power
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All secular endeavors and lusts originate in the spleen.’
The longing for the world-to-come originates in the
heart. In contrast, the pleasure with which the right-
eous perform a mitzva originates in the spleen.’

The evil inclination does not at first urge a man to sin.
Rather, it first shows a man love.” When it sees that it
cannot overcome the man, it attaches itself to him. It
then begins drawing the man into its net by prodding
him to do mitzvos from which he derives physical plea-
sure, such as eating and rejoicing for a mitzva’s sake®
Once the man is accustomed to the pleasure derived
from such mitzvos, the evil inclination begins to attract
him to worldly lusts. It tells him, “You will be able to
repent later — out of love for God so that your sins will
turn into merits! So why ignore the pleasures of this
world without reason? It is impossible to acquire Torah
in our times, even with much effort, without these
pleasures. Besides, the mitzvos cannot be perfectly ful-
filled.” After it has led the man astray, the evil inclina-
tion need do no more to persuade the man. He will
continue to chase after his desires of his own accord;
and once accustomed to satisfying his heart, he will

5. Every organ has its effect on a different trait.

6. counter to the nature of that organ which craves worldly

pleasures, for they have trained their bodies to crave mitzvos
making him believe that what it tells him is for his own good

8. for example: bar-mitzva celebrations, weddings, Sabbath and

holiday feasts

10.

9.
10.

His Evil Inclination 35

begin to lust after unnatural desires.

As long as a man engages in God’s service, his evil
inclination rests quietly. For its function is solely to
ensnare the man in its trap when he stops his service to

God.

The evil inclination can repose only in a defective place.
It is therefore compared to a fly which rests only on a
bad spot. The righteous, therefore, never allow them-
selves to be even minutely persuaded by the evil incli-
nation. This invalidates the arguments of the wicked,
who say that they cannot serve God because they are
overwhelmed by the evil inclination.

. Some sins come about as a result of one’s negligence,

or unintentionally. Even so, one is punished for them.
For one sin leads to another. The first sin defiles a man
a little, and the later sins even more. [This man prob-
ably left an opening through which his evil inclination
entered.]’

A man’s restraint from fulfilling a positive command-
ment leads to his violating a prohibition.

If a person doesn’t constantly strive to ascend higher
and higher,'"’ he inevitably descends lower and lower.

At times, a man begins to follow the righteous path but

to set the sin-chain in motion

to continuously and unceasingly aspire to greatness
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12.

11.
12.
13.
14.

36 Man Vs.

eventually gives up due to the difficulty involved. He
grumbles at God for not having given him Divine aid.
In truth, though, the man ruined it for himself by
seeking to jump to the highest level at once.”

The scholar must guard himself more' from the evil
inclination because it seeks to provoke him more to
sin.” This is one of the complaints of the fools who give
up their Torah-study: They say that it is too difficult for
them to withstand the fight against the evil inclination.
In truth, this is only at the outset of studying Torah.
After one becomes great in Torah, he is completely
spared from the evil inclination and can approach ho-
liness unobstructed. He can easily progress from one
level of Torah greatness to another. All the tricky traps
the evil inclination places are for people who do not
make Torah-study their major occupation. But those
who engage in Torah-study for Torah’s sake merit
many good things."

Sometimes a righteous man will transgress a great sin.
This happens because it is inherent in his nature, or
because it was implanted during his childhood, or
because his soul was faulty in this respect from an
earlier incarnation.

See Chapter 1, paragraph 3.

than the average person

The greater the man, the greater his evil inclination
See Avoth 6:1

13.

14.

15.

15.

16

17.
18.

His Evil Inclination 37

Most heretics and sinners who transgress the com-
mandments dealing with the relationship and respon-
sibility of man to God seem to be good-natured people.
This is one of the evil inclination’s ruses for misleading
the weak-spirited.

Sometimes, as soon as one begins to study Torah and
follow the righteous path, the evil inclination causes
haughtiness to enter his heart, thus making him believe
that he has already attained the highest level of great-
ness, and that the power of his evil inclination isalready
negligible. This haughtiness leads to anger.

The Torah is compared to a mikveh.” Just as the
waters do not purify a person until his whole body is
immersed in them, so too the Torah,'® until one’s entire
body is" in it.

A man commits a sin for one of two general reasons: a)
He is struck with'® blindness to the point where at times
he imagines the commission of a sin is really a mitzva,
or he has justified sinning because he sins repeatedly.
b) Sometimes he knows that what he is doing is a severe
sin, and its end will result in bitter punishment, yet he
finds it impossible to part from his desire-habits, or to
part from his fellow-sinners since his love for them is

ritualarium
. does not make man invulnerable to his evil inclination
immersed

spiritual
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19.
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very strong. This is what Kind David wrote about in
Tehillim, “A pure heart, God, create for me, and a correct
spirit renew in me.” The “pure heart” refers to the second
category and the “correct spirit” refers to the first cate-
gory: those with a misleading or false understanding. One
needs rebuke and reproof in these two areas. At first he
must admonish himself in ways that humble and break
his will. This will sever the bonds that bind him to his
desire-habits and castaway the love he feels for them. This
is called mussar.” Afterwards, he must open his eyes and
clarify his faulty actions, which s called tochaicha.” Solong
as he has not departed from his bad habits, his self-reproof
will not help him.

The evil inclination comes to a person with two conten-
tions: a) that he cannot stand up to what it takes to
accomplish God’s service; b) it shows him lenient solu-
tions.”

rebuke

20. reproof

21. To his Torah-problems. These approaches are made possible

by aman’slack of knowledge of Torah precepts; he is therefore
constantly in doubt about what he may and what he may not
do. So he takes the hard way out in all matters to make sure he
does not sin. But after a while, this way becomes so difficult
that he goes to the opposite extreme and grows lax in every-
thing until he eventually forsakes God’s service. The man who
constantly studies the Torah and its laws makes it easier for
himself to be a true servant of God. Even in a difficult situation
he will know what to do, and will not sin. (Maltzan)

17.

18.
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All man'’s actions are a result of his initial impulse. As
this initial impulse enters a man’s thoughts, it seems
pure and proper in his eyes. But He Who knows man’s
thoughts knows whether there was any self-interest in
that first impulse. For who can” say, “My heart is
perfect, and there is no deceit in my thoughts at all?”
Only a man who is completely at one with God. But if
there is in one’s heart a small root of sin® and he acts
as he wishes, whatever he does seeming upright in his
eyes, he will fall * to such depths that recovery will be
impossible; he will leave God’s righteous ways without
even being aware that he is doing so. Consequently,
one may never rely on his intelligence [to decide lightly
on any issue as it appears to his mind, but must search
his mind thoroughly to ascertain whether the source of
his first impulse was not self-interest or some personal
inclination]. He must scrutinize his actions and inten-
tions to be sure they are in accordance with God’s will.

In human boils we find three types of remedy: a) re-
moving the cause and cleansing the wound of the
impurities found in the blood, allowing it to heal com-
pletely; b) draining the visible pus from the outside; c)
softening the skin and the hardened boil to let nature
extract all impurities. For spiritual illness, too, there are

22. dare

23. that serves as the basis for his behavior

24, spiritually
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three remedies: a) purifying the mind to the point that
it will no longer desire sin; b) accustoming oneself to
turning away from bad by setting limitations™ until
that becomes one’s nature; ) softening one’s inclina-
tion by torturing oneself and by recalling inevitable
death and the severity of the punishment after death.

To subjugate one’s external evil inclination, he must with-
draw from looking at the world’s lusts; he must refrain
from associating with groups of people who waste time
from Torah-study,” and sit in solitude. One must subju-
gate his internal evil inclination by remembering that
there will come a day of death and reckoning.

Repentance requires two things: a) improving one’s
deeds upon his past misdeeds. For the past, it is best to
delve into Torah-study and to do good deeds, rather
than causing oneself to suffer. In this way his sins will
be forgiven. b) For the future, it is best for him to
constantly keep the fear of God in mind, that His honor
and glory isall over the world, watching his disgraceful
actions. How is it possible for a person not to be ashamed
to violate God’s will, right in His presence!

To attain holiness, one needs to labor diligently. The
opposite is true for becoming impure and unclean.

One must consult wise and learned Torah scholars to

25. avoiding people and places that may cause one to sin

26. causing others to do the same

His Evil Inclination 41

properly follow God’s ways. But in fighting the evil
inclination, consultation with the wise is not enough.
One must also devise tricks to fool his evil inclination.



Chapter Five
God’s Service:
Doing the Mitzvos

1. Torah'and mitzvos® are very much loved and cherished
by God, as our Sages have written, “Always study
Torah, even if not for its own sake.” Nevertheless,
perfection in God'’s service’ comes only with reverence
and love for God. The personal way for each individual
to serve God and to correct his character traits was
revealed by God to Moshe alone. When there were
prophets among the Jewish People, the prophet would
advise each Jew which way was best for him to follow,
in accord with the root of the individual’s soul and his
physical nature. When prophecy was terminated,
this information was made known through ruach

1. the study of
2. the fulfillment of

3. studying Torah for its own sake
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hakodesh* Today, however,’ all we can do is fulfill the
Torah and the mitzvos wholeheartedly, and in so doing,
improve our thoughts as well.

. Some people perform more mitzvos than usual® but are

not firmly rooted in Torah and in fear of God. About
them did the prophet say, “Why should I need your
excessive offerings?”

It is possible for a man to acquire Torah and mitzvos,
but fear and inner love are not within his reach. They
are a gift from God which He grants to one who fulfills
his Jewish obligations wholeheartedly.

All of a man’s desire, love, and attachment to God is a
gift from heaven. Although man must exercise his free
will in everything, these elements come from heaven,
depending on man'’s self-preparation to receive them
— the quality of the effort he puts into serving God.
This is what is meant by the verse “Sanctify yourselves
and be holy”; one should always turn his thoughts to
the One above in sanctity. By seeking to be holy, one
draws power from above, and heaven sanctifies him.

4. alower level of revelation

5. when we are not fortunate enough to be guided by ruach

hakodesh

presumably: optional mitzvos that the Law does not require
one to do

of God
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Fear of punishment brings a man to wisdom which
leads to awe of God.*

Just as the prime purpose of a tree is its fruit, so is the
study of Torah secondary to its fulfillment. Only the
fulfillment of mitzvos qualifies a man as one of the
righteous upon whom the world depends.

A man who has good character traits but doesn’t per-
form mitzvos is likened to a pig wearing a golden nose-
ring. All he does with it is dirty it. For when a man’s
ways are bad, he also perverts his good traits and the
Torah he has studied.

There are three prerequisites to every action. Just as
plants require sowing, praying for rain, and weeding,
so do good deeds need efficient action, weeding out
improper thoughts, and prayer.’

. Failing to fulfill a positive commandment is worse than

transgressing a negative commandment. As our Sages
have written, “When a man sits idle and fails to fulfill
a positive commandment, he transgresses a sin every
second,” whereas transgressing a negative command-
ment is a sin only during the transgression.

8. Judaism recognizes two kinds of fear of God. The lesser kind

is the fear of God’s wrath or punishment. The second is the fear
of God'’s greatness which is translated as awe.

9. Prayer alone is not sufficient; it must be accompanied by

diligent Torah-study and fulfillment of mitzvos.

1.

1.
2
3.

Chapter Six
Educating Children and
Reproving Fellow-Jews

A person must look after his children very carefully to
make sure they go in God’s ways. For if the children
sin, the parents will be severely punished. Even a right-
eous parent whose child is wicked will be taken from
Gan Eden' to Gehinom” to witness his son’s suffering.
But if a parent chastises his child and guides him,’ the
child redeems his parent from Gehinom and causes
him to be brought to Gan Eden.

A parent who does not chastise and beat his child for
actions he deserves to be chastised for, but overlooks
them, hates his child; for in the end the child will turn
out evil. The parent, however, who loves his child not

Paradise
Hell

in God’s ways
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only chastises him for what he deserves but keeps
checking to see whether he has committed the slightest
sin and then reproves him for it. Our Sages write, “Even
if he studies, it is a mitzva to beat him,” so that there
should be no bad in him at all. The more one loves his
children the more he reproves them.

. Daughters must be constantly guided not to curse,
swear, lie, argue, slander, or gossip. They must be
taught to observe all the mitzvos* and one’s pity should
not stop him from resorting to corporal punishment’ if
they do not listen. They must also be guided to spend
their Sabbath days® and spare time reading works of
reproof.

. A parent should not beat his child viciously in anger
over past misdeeds. His intention should rather be to
save him from future misdeeds. One should not strike
his child many times at once, only a little at a time as
required. Should the parent perceive that he is very
angry, he should not hit the child until he calms down.

5. A parent needs to reprove his child very much with

4. that pertain to them

5. Ithasbeen pointed out by great Jewish scholars and educators,
that in an age where permissiveness and rebelliousness run
rampant, one must use great discretion in deciding whether
and when to beat children.

. and Yomim Tovim [holidays]

10.
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gentle, acceptable words of rebuke. The goal is to train
and habituate. Speech and character traits require much
practice because habit rules everything. All beginnings
are difficult but, “When he leaves he will be praised.””
The wicked man knows that his way is evil and bitter,
yet it is difficult for him to part from it. Therefore, the
prime objective is to train a person in his youth; the
green shell of a nut is easy to remove.”

A man’s meticulous studying of Torah helps him im-
prove his character traits and his performance of good
deeds. This is especially true if one begins to study
Torah in his youth, for then his evil inclination will not
be able to dominate him later. About this our Sages
commented, “His colleagues pursue him but never
catch up with him.”” Children must be trained in their
youth to study Torah for God’s sake,"” and a parent
must pay no attention to those who say that the child

When he arrives in the world-to-come, he will be praised,
because at first his exertions were many and his pain great.

While a child is young it is easier to teach him. He will not rebel
and will easily grow accustomed to doing certain things and
refraining from others. His being trained as a youth not to lie,
curse, and steal will eventually become his nature and later, as
an adult, no circumstance whatever will be able to cause him
to violate that which was implanted in his heart as a child.

. It has become his nature not to let himself be provoked by his

evil inclination while his friends are still struggling with theirs.

because God commanded so; without any ulterior motive
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does not need such training yet. On the contrary, “Train
a child in the way he should go, so that when he is old
he will not depart from it”; this is the most important
principle of all.

A Jew should always reprimand a fellow-Jew for any-
thing he does wrong. If the man heeds him and im-
proves his ways, all the mitzvos he performs thereafter,
as a consequence of this reproof, bring reward for the
rebuker as well as for the doer himself. If the man does
not heed him, the rebuker is granted his share in the
world-to-come. Of this our Sages wrote, “If he earned
it, he will take his own portion and that of his fellow-
man in Gan Eden, and the wicked man will be given
two portions in Gehinom.”

There are two different kinds of reprovers. One man
reprimands harshly and insolently, and is therefore not
heeded. The wise man, however, speaks pleasantly and
comfortingly, attracting his fellow-Jew to the Torah, as
we find by Aharon. Even so the wicked are only sub-
dued temporarily. There is also a man who reprimands
harshly but does not suggest how to correct the wrongs.
The wise man, however, shows how to correct and heal
the ailments of the soul, as King Shlomo wrote, “Some
speak like the piercings of a sword, but the tongue of
the wise is a cure.”

Chapter Seven
Speech:
Torah-Study Vs. Wasting Time

1. Guarding one’s mouth protects his soul from all sin.

But one who talks too much — even if he has a good
soul, performs many mitzvos, and sets safeguards for
himself' — will not succeed in his endeavors and will
consequently lose his desire to do mitzvos. All one’s life
one should pain himself not with fasting and torture
but rather by bridling his mouth and lusts. This is
proper penance, whose fruits are reaped in the world-
to-come; it is more highly valued than all the fasting
and self-torture in the world. Every moment a man
muzzles his mouth he earns® the hidden light that no
creature or angel can possibly imagine.

1. to stay away from people and places that might cause him to
sin

2. ashare of
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The world depends on two elements: action and
speech. God does what He says, as is written: “God said,
‘Let there be a firmament,”” and “God made the firma-
ment.” So it was by all of creation.” So it was by the
Torah. And so it is by man. Every word man speaks
and every one of his actions creates something new.’
The Torah was therefore given to man to improve his
speech,’ its mitzvos to improve his actions.

Just as rain and all life on earth are dependent on the
evaporation of water, so is all heavenly activity that
affects life on earth dependent on human speech.”

. The wise man talks as little as possible, even about

necessities. Greater is one who regulates his thoughts.
For all man’s actions are the consequences of his
thoughts.

The wise Torah-scholar does not laugh aloud, for his
wisdom is so weighty that all the humor in the world
cannot move him. He is like the fruit tree whose heavi-
ness with fruit keeps it from blowing in the wind. But

3. He said and thus did.

4. God first spoke the commandments and afterwards inscribed

them on tablets

Every human speech or action is recorded in heaven. Also
good and bad angels are created by man’s speech and actions.

6. by learning it; and by fulfilling
7. Good begets good, and bad bad.
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the slightest joke will drive the fool’s heart to fill his
mouth with loud laughter, just as the barren tree shakes
in even a mild wind because of its lightness. This is
what is written,® “For as the crackling of thorns under
a pot, so is the laughter of the fool.”

A man wastes time from Torah-study for’ three rea-
sons: a) He is occupied with lusts that he imagines are
genuine good which will forever remain with him; b)
he is drawn after idle talk and has great difficulty
parting from it; c) he wants to obtain Torah knowledge
without exertion, and when he finds himself deriving
no satisfaction, he stops studying.

The first cause one should combat by remembering
that the day will come when he will die."” To combat
the second cause, which gives him no actual physical
pleasure, he should attach himself to Torah and acquire
through it divine levels of perception, which are true
pleasure. To combat the third cause, he should exert
himself in Torah, so that he will feel sweetness in its
study and acquire love for Torah.

Food helps a hungry man if he eats when he is hungry
— for if he does not eat at the right time, his strength
will wane, and the food he eats later will be of no help.

8. by King Shlomo in Koheleth

9. oneof

10.

The only thing he will then be able to take with him is the merit
of his Torah-study and mitzvos.
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11.
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So, too, by Torah. “Do not say, When I have time I'll
study, for you may never have time.” When people
seek to learn from you, teach them, otherwise you will
forfeit your Torah, as our Sages have written, “Your
colleagues will cause it'' to last by you, but do not rely™
on your own understanding,” and, “I have learned...
from my pupils most of all.”"* One should certainly
study with his family who are constantly near him; if
he forgets, they should remind him. One who does not
study with his family will have no pleasure or satisfac-
tion from his offspring. Even a man who is not capable
of teaching, but merely possesses interpretations of
Torah' from his father or rabbi, should teach these to
others and should not say, “I am not capable.”

. One must study the Torah prior to performing its mitz-

vos. One’s personal fulfillment of mitzvos, however,
takes precedence over teaching others Torah.

Every word of Torah that a man studies is equivalent
to all the mitzvos. Therefore, when one studies a page
he fulfills hundreds of mitzvos, each word itself the

the Torah
solely

One accomplishes more learning with others than by studying
alone. Teaching pupils demands even more clarity because one
must explain so that all his students will understand. This, in
turn, enriches his own understanding of the material.

which he heard

10.

11.

12.

15.

16.
17.

18.
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equivalent of all other mitzvos."

There are six sections in Gehinom, each containing ten
divisions. The sixth combines all the others and is called
“death.” One who was able to study Torah but didn’t
is punished there.

The Torah is compared to bread which is the main
support of the body and is constantly needed. The
mitzvos are like spices, for each mitzva is performed at
its own time."®

The reward for Torah-study — as a single unit — is
compared to dew."” The reward for fulfilling mitzvos —
as individual units — is compared to rain."®

It is noteworthy that each word of Torah a person studies
creates a holy angel which serves as an advocate for him.

just as one uses spices only at specific times

Just as dew is a single blanket of moisture, so is the reward for
Torah-study a single reward.

Just as rain is composed of many individual drops, so is each
mitzva granted its individual reward.



Chapter Eight
How to Learn Torah

1. Justas in craftsmanship one should learn an honest and
easy trade, so in Torah one should seek an easy area of
study that will not tax his capabilities and lead him to
stop studying; and an honest area— one that he studies
for its own sake without personal side-interests.

Youngsters should not be overburdened but should
rather be drawn to Torah gently and with small
amounts of money. For Torah finds a permanent place
in a man only through clarity of mind and calmness.
The children should be taught the entire Chumash' until
they know it practically by heart.

2. One must first fill himself with knowledge of Tanach,
Mishna,” Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmuds, Tosefta,

1. prior to studying Mishna and Talmud

2. even if he cannot explain every Mishna he should still study
them all
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Mechilta, Sifra, Sifre’, and all the other baraisos. Then he
should discuss and debate his learning with his col-
leagues. By studying in this sequence, one attains the
splendor of Torah. One who changes this arrangement,
however, and studies how to debate before knowing
one Mishna properly, will forfeit even the little Torah
he heard in his youth.

One who studies halacha in abridged form will ulti-
mately forget it all.

The wise man, when he studies Torah, appreciates the
fact that he is fulfilling his Creator’s mitzva, even
though he does not yet understand the Torah well. That
is why he finds pleasure in constant reviewing. The
fool, however, has no pleasure other than completing
a volume. He rushes to finish and therefore never
succeeds in his studies.

One who offers glamorous explanations and homiletics
that are not Torah-true in order to show off is punished
severely.

Just as it is good to buy merchandise when it is cheap,
for it will later increase in value, so it is with Torah.
Take an area of Torah that people neglect to study,
delve into it, study it, and put it into functional form;
ultimately people will seek it from you.

It is better for a man to learn a little, and to constantly
review that, knowing every detail clearly, than to study
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and accumulate a lot without knowing the halacha
clearly.

Our Sages have written, “The man whose fear of sin
precedes his wisdom, his wisdom will last.” This means
that when a man fears sin, he analyzes the Torah he
learns to discover which way to follow. It is the nature
of man that after finding an object he has searched for
with great effort, he favors it greatly and remembers it
carefully. Even if one reviews what he learns a number
of times — if he does not fear sin, it is not precious to
him. As our Sages said, “A man does not concern
himself with a matter that he did not accept upon
himself.”

. When one studies under a teacher, he should not show
off his own interpretations to his teacher but should
constantly accept Torah from him. As is written: “The
modest possess wisdom.”

One must chew his food well so that his body can
benefit from it. The same is true for Torah-study. One
must chew over the details of the holy Torah well in
order to extract the correct halacha. If he does not labor
at this, he cannot extract the correct halacha. This is
what the Sages meant by, “If there is no flour, there is
no Torah.”* Preciseness in study helps correct character
traits and improve good deeds.

3. If the Torah is not ground like flour, one cannot extract its
essence, the halacha.

11.

12.

4,
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The production of bread yields stubble, chaff, bran, and
crushed grain; and numerous processes are required
until thebread is produced. Analogously, by the Torah,
which is compared to bread, all the labor is geared
toward extracting a clear halacha. One who studies
Torah for the Torah’s sake is compared to one who eats
his fill of clean bread, for he merits perceiving the truth
of Torah and of having his Torah-knowledge last. Our
Sages have written, “Clarifying one’s learning accu-
rately requires God’s help.”

On the other hand, one who studies not for the
Torah’s sake is compared to one who eats stubble and
chaff and is not sated [as is written, “The fear of God is
pure, forever standing” — which means that studying
Torah in tandem with fear of God has two advantages:
the Torah studied is pure and it is everlasting].

Our Sages have written, “Always study Torah and do
mitzvos even not for their own sake, for eventually you
will study and do for their own sake.” This applies to
someone who does not have any particular intentions,
but simply studies Torah because his forefathers before
him did so. This does not apply to one who studies
primarily to gain honor. Nevertheless, if one’s evil
inclination tries to persuade him not to study atall, and*
if he will want to study Torah for its own sake he will
not be able to withstand the struggle against his evil

he knows that
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inclination, then he should begin to study Torah even
not for its own sake, thus leading eventually to study
for Torah's sake.

13. A little Torah studied for its own sake is more valuable

than a lot of studying disqualified by improper inten-
tions, such as gloryseeking.

14. There are four categories of intention “not for its sake”

concerning Torah study: a) that God should grant him
long life; b) that God grant him greatness; c¢) to show
off; d) to vex others with his Torah knowledge. The first
is not bad and is closest to holiness, as we find written
in the Talmud, “A Jew who says, ‘I give this coin to
charity in order that my son should live and that I
should merit life in the world-to-come’ is considered a
thoroughly righteous man.” The other three categories
are derivatives of jealousy, lust and desire for honor.”

15. Our Sages have written, “Do not be like slaves who

serve their master for the sake of receiving a reward but
be like slaves who serve their master not for the sake of
receiving a reward.” There are three ways of studying
Torah: a) One who studies for honor or money, “I will
study so that I'll be acknowledged as a scholar.”® b) One
who studies for the sake of his Creator, to find favor in

5. that remove a man from this world, as discussed in Chapter
Two, Paragraph 1.

6. arabbi

16.

17.

7

8.
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His eyes so that He should grant him a reward in the
world-to-come. ¢) One who studies because he fears
God as God commanded — to observe and to fulfill His
will without any other intent at all. The Sages thus warn
us away from the first intention, “Do not be...” Regard-
ing the third intention they advise, “Butbe...” — strive
to attain this level of studying Torah for no outside
benefit at all.

In Gan Eden there are three types of punishment: One
who studies Torah in order to receive divine reward is
given a canopy in Gan Eden, yet is embarrassed by that
of his colleagues who studied for the Torah’s sake. One
who studied in order to attain honor or wealth is shamed
there of his own accord. And one who studied in order to
vex people with his Torah knowledge will be degraded
there by others.

Eating and other physical interests of the righteous are
holy in that they do everything for Heaven’s sake.”
There are people, however, who study Torah and do
good deeds solely to show off. They are destined for
Hell, and originate from the Erev-Ravians.® It is very
difficult to study constantly with intent for Heaven'’s
sake. Yet, one should learn how to study wholeheart-
edly for Heaven’s sake from the wicked who study

For instance, they eat and sleep in order to have strength to
study Torah and serve God.

see Chapter Ten: Paragraph 8.
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with much perseverance not for Heaven'’s sake.

When the evil inclination induces a man to study Torah
for personal pleasure or to attain glory and he cannot
overcome him, it is best for him to study mussar’ until the
evil inclination leaves him and he can resume his normal
Torah-study. Similarly, one must not learn from the
teacher'” who regards Torah-study solely as a means for
attaining side benefits, such as money; for he will cause
him to lose even what he has learned before. Conversely,
if the student is wicked, he can confuse the rabbi, even
though the latter studies Torah for its own sake.

Our Sages have written, “God gives wisdom only to
one who has wisdom.” This is because divine blessing
cannot repose in an empty vessel. Its spiritual fineness
cannot find a place for itself in the physical world
except through an intermediate close to it in fineness.
Therefore, the more one refines himself, the more he
merits, as is written, “He gives wisdom to the wise.”
God'’s hand is open to grant wisdom to all, but one who
does not study of his own accord is not able to receive
the flow of wisdom from above. Our Sages have phrased
this idea, “If you will hear Torah below'' you will hear

rebuke-literature such as Path of the Righteous or Duties of the
Heart or this volume

rabbi

of your own accord

20.

21.
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from above.”"

The soul of every Torah-scholar ascends to the heav-
enly academy each night to perceive there what he
cannot obtain while awake. This is why sleep was
created.

The Torah-novellae one creates according to the appar-
ent meaning of the Torah must also be consistent with
the hidden meaning. When the hidden meanings are
revealed to a Torah scholar, he perceives that his earlier
novellae, based on the apparent meaning, were correct.
So long as he does not comprehend the secret meaning,
he is uncertain about the apparent meaning.

One should first study halachos and fulfill them, for
they are like bread that satiates the heart of man. After-
wards he should engage in the study of Torah-secrets
which are compared to wine and oil. One who reverses
this order will not be successful; he will lose all.”

Aggada and mussar'* are needed by all, just as money
is needed by poor and rich alike.

Every individual is taught'® in his mother’s womb. This
determines his potential for learning after birth. There-

God will send you wisdom according to your merit.
that he previously learned
rebuke

Torah by an angel
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fore, one who was potentially able to comprehend
Torah-secrets and did not try to comprehend them will
be judged very severely.

Ever since the Bais Hamikdosh'® was destroyed, good
and bad have become intermingled. Therefore, all em-
ployment of practical Kabbala is a serious sin, compa-
rable to the sin of Adam who ate from the tree of
knowledge to distinguish good from bad.

Those Aggados that seem absurd have hidden in them
all the secrets.

The internal part of the Torah gives life to the internal
part of the body — the soul; and the exterior part of
Torah gives life to the exterior part of the body. Those
who study Torah secrets and hints are impervious to
the evil inclination.

16. Holy Temple

Chapter Nine
How to Pray

1. There are two prerequisites for prayer to be acceptable:

a) that one’s prayer should not be a burden;' b) that the
prayer itself should be pure.2

2. Just as one’s heart and soul should constantly cling to

Torah without other thoughts, so by prayer should
nothing separate one’s words from the recesses of his
heart.

3. Before praying one should review in his mind what he

is about to say so that he should not err.”

. He should pray not out of obligation but rather out of love for

God, to sanctify His Name out of the awareness that through
prayer, one can be helped.

. concentrating his thoughts on the prayer, and not allowing his

mind to wander off

. And to facilitate his concentration. The Gaon of Vilna was once

asked how to keep alien thoughts from entering one’s mind
during prayer. He advised praying directly from the siddur.
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Our Sages have written, “The greater the man, the greater
his evil inclination.”* The same is true of the mitzvos and
of prayer: whichever is greater than others is more subject
to the efforts of the evil inclination, hence the greater the
need for caution. Thus our Sages have written, “One must
always be careful with the mincha prayer.”5

Shema must be said with love® and shemoneh esrei
must be said with fear.’ The significance of linking the
blessings of shema to the shemoneh esrei thus lies in linking
love with fear.?

Because the pious men of olden days prayed at length,
the Torah they studied was preserved and blessed.”

One should not pray longer than three hours.

The main purpose of prayer is to break down one’s
haughtiness so that he return to God.

The primary object of prayer should be Jewry as a whole®

The evil inclination provokes the righteous man more strongly
than a common person, for it must use all sorts of tricks and
schemes to persuade him to sin.

the afternoon prayer, for the prophet Eliyohu (Elijah) was
answered only at this time.

6. of God
7. God granted them a special blessing so that they should not

forget what they had studied.

When we pray, we usually speak in the plural, asking for all
Jews not only for ourselves. In this way we are helped along
with the others.

10.

11.

12,

13.

10.
11.
12.

How to Pray 65

Man should ask God for two things: to safeguard us
from sin in this world, and to help us attain the world-
to-come, as our Sages have written,” “that we observe
the mitzvos in this world and merit to live to see and
enjoy goodness and blessing in the epoch of the Mes-
siah, and in the world-to-come.”

On the days in which there is an additional prayer™

man is granted'' additional spiritual sanctity.

Most prayers are recited in the third person, for it is
improper to address the King directly.

Although only kohanim could offer sacrifices,”” never-
theless, all Jews must pray, for the sacrifices were the
personal and collective obligations of every Jew, and
the kohanim were merely their representatives.

Our Sages have written, “Whoever prays for a fellow-
Jew need not specify his name.” This is because in this
manner the prayer is more acceptable in that the heav-
enly court does not check into the individual’s deeds.

in the Uvo Letzion prayer
Mussof
the capacity for

in the Bais Hamikdosh (Holy Temple), so one might think that
nowadays, when there are no sacrifices, only the kohanim are
obligated (or permitted) to pray
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3.
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Chapter Ten
Redemption

There will be four redemptions,' each in a different one
of the four annual periods in which the world is judged.
On Pesach, Jews will be redeemed from bondage. On
Rosh Hashana, the final verdict against the enemies of
God will be handed down. On Shavuoth, there will be
an ingathering of the exiled through our Teacher Moshe,
and on Sukkos, the Bais Hamikdosh® will be erected.*

. The ten lost tribes will be redeemed first, to be followed

by the tribe of Yehuda. After that, the Exodus generation
will be resurrected.

This’ redemption will come only as a result of Torah-

The final redemption of Jewry will take place in four stages.
Mishna Rosh Hashana

Holy Temple

for the third and last time

final

Redemption 67

study, chiefly the study of Kabbala.’

. In the merit of our keeping away from people’ who

engage in theology, philosophy, and natural sciences,
we will in the future merit God’s light.

. The redemption is called® “morning” and “birth.” Just

as the darkest part of the night is the period just before
dawn and pregnant women have their most painful
days just before delivery, so will the exile become most
unbearable just before the redemption.

. Cereal crops yield three kinds of refuse: chaff, stubble

and bran. The Jewish People, ccamparecl9 to cereal, also
has three kinds of spiritual offal admixed with it: Ish-
maelites, Esavians, and Erev-Ravians. The Messiahs —
one descended from King David, the other descended
from Joseph — will appear to separate the Ishmaelite
chaff and the Esavian stubble from Jewry. But this will
be insufficient until Jewry is cleansed of the Erev-Ravi-
ans who are compared to the bran which clings tightly
to the cereal. They are the proud wealthy who cling
tightly to Jewry and Jewry learns from their behavior.
Just as it is impossible to separate the bran from the

6. Jewish mysticism

7. all the more so, apparently, if we refrain from these studies

ourselves

8. by the Prophets
9. by the Prophet Jeremiah



68 Redemption

cereal without grinding the cereal into flour, so is it
impossible to clean off the Erev-Ravians except through
the hardship of exile.

Because the generations continue to decline and the
Erev-Ravians become ever stronger, the Torah-leaders
of each generation find it necessary to decree new
restrictions and preventive measures to amend the
breaches made by the Erev-Ravians.

There are five types of Erev-Ravians among the Jews:
a) Quarrelmongers and gossipmongers; b) lustful peo-
ple; ) hypocritical people who are not what they pre-
tend to be; d) those who seek honor as a means of fame;
e) those who chase after money. The quarrelmongers
are the worst of all and are called Amalekites; the son
of David"’ cannot come till they are eradicated from this
world. All arguments that are not for God’s sake origi-
nate with the Erev-Ravians who rush to lead and to take
glory and credit.

. In every generation God gives precedence to a differ-

ent one of His attributes in ruling the world. This
affects natural events as well as all the actions of the
generation, and those of its leaders. Everything that
happens takes place in accord with that attribute
combined with the human freedom of choice to choose
between good and bad. God treats them accordingly.

10. the Messiah
11. which functions

10.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Redemption 69

All this is written in the Torah.

In each generation there are possible final dates for
the exile. These depend on the penance and merits
unique to that generation. The ultimate end, however,
is not dependent on repentance but on divine charity,
asis written,'? “For My own sake, for My own sake, will
Idoit,” and on the merit of our forefathers, asis written,
“He remembers the charity of the forefathers and
brings redemption to their children’s children for His
sake.” Only this final date was revealed to our forefa-
thers, as is written, “To My heart have I revealed it” —
to the forefathers and to Moshe, who are called “My
heart.”

The events of the month of Tishrei are symbolic of the
future redemption. First is Rosh Hashana, the Day of
Judgment, followed by atonement of sins on Yom Kip-
pur.® Afterwards come the Sukkos' holidays and
Shmini Atzereth”® with their rejoicing.

Analogously, in the future, there will first be the
Great Day of Judgment followed by'® “I will sprinkle
pure water upon you'’ and you will be purified of all

by the prophet Isaiah

Day of Atonement

Feast of Tabernacles

the eighth day of Sukos
fulfillment of the prophet’s words

the Jewish nation
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70 Redemption

impurities.” Afterwards, on Sukkos will be great inter-
national rejoicing, and on Shmini Atzereth the private
rejoicing of God with His Jewish People alone. This will
be followed by special feasts, including the Feast of
Livyoson and the Feast of the Strained Wine.

The Feast of Livyoson is a symbolic name for the spread
of Divine knowledge throughout the world — the un-
surpassable ultimate joy. The Strained Wine symbol-
izes the secrets of the Torah that will be revealed by
Moshe. About that time was written,”® “God’s glory
will be eternal; God will rejoice with His creatures.”

18. by King David
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It is superfluous to elaborate on the great bene-
fit to whoever studies this holy, wonderful
work...”

Rav Moshe Chevroni, zt "l

“One of the most famous works of mussar, full
of Torah-principles and pure awe of God...”

Rav Binyomin Silber

“By studying this sacred work, everyone will
be able to attain the heights he strives to at-
tain...”

Rav Sroya Deblitzki

“Take this blessing into your homes to build
yourselves a house of God...”

Rav Menashe Klein
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